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8. The comma between independent sentences.
Among the signs that more particularly betray the unedu-
cated writer is inability to see when a comma is not a sufficient
stop. Unfortunately little more can be done than to warn
beginners that any serious slip here is much worse than they
will probably suppose, and recommend them to observe the
practice of good writers.
It is roughly true that grammatically independent sentences
should be parted by at least a semicolon; but in the first
place there are very large exceptions to this; and secondly,
the writer who really knows a grammatically independent
sentence when he sees it is hardly in need of instruction;
this must be our excuse for entering here into what may
be thought too elementary an explanation. Let us take the
second point first; it may be of some assistance to remark
that a sentence joined to the previous one by a coordinating
conjunction is grammatically independent, as well as one not
joined to it at all. But the difference between a coordinating
and a subordinating conjunction is itself in English rather
fine. Every one can see that 'I will not try; it is dangerous' is
two independent sentences—independent in grammar, though
not in thought. But it is a harder saying that CI will not try,
for it is dangerous' is also two sentences, while 'I will not
try, because it is dangerous' is one only. The reason is that
far coordinates, and because subordinates; instead of giving
lists, which would probably be incomplete, of the two kinds
of conjunction, we mention that a subordinating conjunction
may be known from the other kind by its being possible to
place it and its clause before the previous sentence instead
of after, without destroying the sense: we can say 'Because
it is dangerous, I will not try', but not Tor it is dangerous,
I will not try'. This test cannot always be applied in com-
plicated sentences; simple ones must be constructed for testing
the conjunction in question.
Assuming that it is now understood (i) what a subordinating
and what a coordinating conjunction is, (2) that a member

